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NOTES AND NEWS 



" Ein philosophischer Begriff gebratner Gans entspricht : 
Dass sie von selber Aepfel frass', gesehen hab' ich's nicht; 
Doch jeder freut des Inhalts sich, wenn man sie bringt zum Schmauss : 
Das, was man hat hineingetan, nimmt wieder man heraus." — Fechner. 
Quoted in Indogermanische Forschungen. XXV., p. 392. 

At the meeting of the Aristotelian Society on February 7, Mr. A. D. 
Lindsay read a paper on "Kant's Account of Causation." The abstract 
is from the Athenceum for February 26. 

" Any discussion of the meaning and value of Kant's account of causa- 
tion in ' The Critique of Pure Reason ' is profitably preceded by examining 
first what Kant himself thought that he had proved. This can be dis- 
covered in two important passages in ' The Critique of Judgment ' and in 
Kant's discussion of the third antinomy of pure reason. The first passages 
show that Kant distinguished clearly between the a priority of the general 
law of causation and the empirical character of particular laws; the 
second, that the distinction of phenomena and things-in-themselves implies 
mainly a necessary reference of the understanding to perception. Apply- 
ing these two principles to Kant's account of causation, we find that Kant, 
beginning with the distinction between succession in apprehension and 
apprehension of succession, shows that the fact of objective change in- 
volves that change is determined by the character of what precedes it. 
Thus we have a general rule that like causes produce like effects, which 
applies to all that we perceive in so far as like elements can be discrim- 
inated in it. Further, this principle does not explain change, but takes for 
granted perceived continuous change. Any theory of causation which 
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implies that this reference to perception could be transcended is found to 
be contradictory, but that reference involves that causation is correlate 
to spontaneity. The application of the principle demands that the ele- 
ments of experience are partly isolable and disparate, partly homogeneous 
and continuous; but as this is implied in any perception of change, the 
principle of causation is valid for all experience, without thereby enabling 
us to anticipate any empirical causal laws, and without being incompatible 
with spontaneity." 

Arthur Lionel Smith, M.A., Fellow and Tutor of Balliol College, has 
begun at Columbia University a series of twelve lecture conferences for 
students of law and political science on English political writers of the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries and the development of " English 
Political Theory from Hobbes to Burke." The titles of the lectures are as 
follows : Hobbes and the Sovereignty, Hobbes and Church and State, Mil- 
ton and the Religious Ideal, Harrington and the Division of the Powers, 
Filmer and Divine Right and Passive Obedience, Sidney and the Social 
Contact and Natural Rights, Locke and Individualism and the Right of 
Revolution, Bolingbroke and the Use of History in Politics, Defoe and 
Party Government — Hume and the Science of Politics, Hamilton on 
Federalism and on Democracy, Burke and the Body Politic. 

Professor James Hayden Tufts, of the University of Chicago, began 
on March 9 a series of ten lectures at Johns Hopkins University on 
" Modern Problems of Metaphysics and the Theory of Knowledge." The 
titles of the lectures are as follows: The Persistent Task of Philosophy 
and the Present Situation, The Fundamental Ways of Viewing the World 
and Life, The Meaning of Truth, The Dualism of Fact and Idea, The 
Problem of Transcendence, Knowledge and Reality, Consciousness and 
the Self, The Relation of Consciousness to Reality, The Eternal and the 
Changing, Religious Illustrations of the Dualism of Fact. 

Volume VI., of the Cambridge Modern History, which deals with the 
eighteenth century, contains an admirable account of Hobbes and the 
" English Political Philosophy in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Cen- 
turies," by Mr. A. L. Smith. 

Dr. Hugo Munsterberg, professor of psychology at Harvard University, 
has been appointed exchange professor to lecture at Berlin in 1910-11. 



